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radiation dose to patients
undergoing computed
tomography of the chest. To
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measure the radiation dose to
patients undergoing computed
tomography of the chest, and to
assess the effect of standardizing
the method of patient exposure.
Data on patient exposure during
computed tomography of the
chest, in a wide range of
examinations, were collected
from eight different hospitals
throughout Great Britain. The
average radiation dose per
examination, and the contribution
from different scanning
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techniques, were derived by
taking into account the numbers
of examinations performed, the
patient population and the
scanning equipment. The dose in
excess of background was
measured at the patient's skin. A
wide variation was found in the
dose to patients undergoing
computed tomography of the
chest, varying from 0.05 to 59.0
mSv (0.06-59.4 microSv). There
was a significant variation in the
level of the patient's skin dose
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(range 0.1-14.4 mSv, 0.1-14.5
microSv). The variance in the
dose was largely attributable to
differences in equipment and
scanning technique between
hospitals. To achieve a desired
radiation dose to the patient, the
dose-time product should be
minimized. The dose in excess of
background in an adult
undergoing computed
tomography of the chest, at
different sites, is in the range
0.1-10 microSv. The doses
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recorded here are considerably
higher than those received from
standard radiography. This study
shows that dose-time product
reduction in computed
tomography of the chest will not
only reduce the risk of cancer,
but will also reduce the risk of
skin damage. It is also important
to consider the dose to staff
members, particularly if the
patient is exposed for a prolonged
period.ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.
-- A blizzard warning is in effect
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until 10 a.m. Sunday for portions
of New Mexico. The National
Weather Service says up to 6
inches of snow is expected in the
mountains. Up to 8 inches is
possible in the Albuquerque area,
and up to 10 inches in the Rio
Grande Valley. 2d92ce491b
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