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the talk page.The Italian experience in geriatric emergency care in community hospitals. The epidemiology of older people with
emergency conditions, the needs of these patients and of the emergency services, as well as the care given in Italy to these patients
in community hospitals, have not yet been described. The purpose of this study was to investigate the quality of care provided in
Italian community hospitals to older patients in emergency care. A total of 3,759 hospital admissions, including 19,622 emergency
episodes, in patients aged 65 years or older, occurring in 47 Italian community hospitals during the year 2000, were analyzed. The
quality of the delivered care was assessed by means of the Emergency Care-1 (EC-1) index, which is the sum of two components.
One assesses the availability of emergency equipment and the other the ability of the team to care for patients. The EC-1 index
varies between 0 and 16 points and can be subdivided into three levels: poor (0-3 points), fair (4-7 points) and good (8-16 points).
The results showed that the EC-1 index varies significantly depending on the center's size, both for the total emergency episodes
as well as for the individual types of emergency care. In centers with fewer than 30 beds, a large proportion of patients is admitted
to the emergency unit for observation (43%) or discharged from the emergency unit without being observed (34%), as compared
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in the investigated centers. The availability of equipment and the ability of the staff to care for the patient were generally good.
The quality of the care given by the emergency physicians in the investigated community hospitals for older people in emergency
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